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This week, the city of Victoria, B.C. announced plans to launch a classaction lawsuit against the oil and gas sector. 
The idea is to tally up the various damages done to the city by climate change and send the bill to the likes of 
Suncor or CNRL. It's the latest salvo of a movement that seeks to singularly blame the oil industry for climate 
change while conveniently ignoring the millions of daily consumer choices, often made by activists themselves, that 
contribute to Canada's fossil fuel addiction. Below, a quick primer by Tristin Hopper on how some of Canada's most 
anti-oil, anti-pipeline scorners seem to have no problem burning oceans of oil when it's for stuff they like. 


VICTORIA IS CANADA'S BUSIEST CRUISE SHIP PORT 


At the same time that they're itemizing damages they can expense to Exxon Mobil, Victoria is aggressively trying to 
attract more cruise ships.Mayor Lisa Helps, in fact, has championed a campaign that would make Victoria a home 
port for the giant vessels. Tourism is very important to the B.C. capital, and a lot of that is indeed sustained by the 
estimated $130 million brought in by the city's more than 200 cruise ship visits per year.But it all comes at the cost 
of enormous, heavyoil-powered pleasure vessels idling just out of sight. The European Committee on Transport and 
Tourism has estimated that a cruise ship passenger does about 36 cents of environmental damage for every 
kilometre they travel. 


VANCOUVER IS TOPS IN NORTH AMERICA FOR COAL EXPORTS 


Anybody boarding a B.C.Ferries vessel from the Lower Mainland to Vancouver Island will pass directly by 
Westshore Terminals, the ranking title-holder as the largest single coal export facility in North America. In 2017, the 
port moved 29 million tonnes of coal, more than the combined coal exports of the entire U.S. West Coast. Coal is 
actually B.C.'s main export commodity, with $3.32-billion worth of the stuff pulled out of the province in 2016. In the 
hierarchy of dirty fuels, coal is the easy victor. A lot of this 


coal is for steel production, although an increasing share in recent years was "thermal coal" used for electricity 
production. Regardless, it all eventually gets sent up a smokestack somewhere in Asia. Per year, the coal sent out 
of Westshore Terminals represents a carbon dioxide footprint larger than B.C. as a whole. 


EVERYBODY (EXCEPT ALBERTA) EMITTING MORE CARBON 


Alberta is indeed responsible for a wildly disproportionate share of Canadian greenhouse-gas emissions. In per 
capita terms, Albertans have a carbon footprint 


of 67 tonnes per year, compared to only 13 tonnes for the average Ontarian and 10 tonnes for the average 
Quebecer. This is largely because of oil and gas production. However, it's somewhat unfair to slap all the oilsands 
emissions on Alberta considering that most of the petroleum they're producing is getting used somewhere else. A 
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unique analysis by the University of Calgary recently recalculated provincial emissions so that provinces were 
placed on the hook for the emissions that it had taken to produce their gasoline for them. If, say, B.C. consumed 10 
per cent of Alberta's oil production, they were credited for 10 per cent of Alberta's oil production emissions. Under 
this model, Alberta's per-capita emissions drop to 39.5 tonnes while Ontario's rises to 17.6 tonnes and Quebec's to 
15 tonnes. 


MORE DRIVING, MORE CARS, BIGGER VEHICLES 


The good news is that car engines are getting more efficient. The bad news is that the vehicles they're carrying are 
getting heavier and Canadians are buying more of them. A mere 10 years ago, heavier vehicles such as trucks, 
vans or SUVs represented only 45 per cent of Canadian private vehicle sales. By 2017, that had risen to 69 per 
cent. Canadians are also buying more cars, with the rate of vehicle ownership rising from 70 per cent to 88 per cent 
in only the last 20 years. "Canadians are embracing vehicle ownership faster than any other nation that we know 
of," auto sales analyst Dennis DesRosiers said in a 2018 post for the Canadian Fuels Association. 


CANADIAN AMAZON ORDERS ARE RISING PRECIPITOUSLY 


Just after Christmas, Amazon.com boasted that they had sold and shipped more items over the holiday season 
than ever before. In Canada alone, the rate of packages ordered with "free one-day shipping" jumped more than 
100 per cent. It's hard to quantify Amazon's 


effect on the climate, largely because the company refuses to publish a sustainability report or disclose data on 
their carbon emissions. But given the small orders, the heavy use of air freight, the largerthan-average size of 
delivery vehicles and the sometimesobscene quantities of packaging, it's safe to assume an Amazon enthusiast is 
probably a bit harder on the climate than the shopper making a weekly trip to the mall. 


MORE AND MORE CANADIANS ARE FLYING 


By far the No. 1 way that a Canadian can send their carbon footprint soaring is by flying. A single roundtrip flight in 
economy class from Vancouver to Toronto adds an incredible 500 kilograms of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere; 
the equivalent of burning a large rain barrel filled with gasoline. That single flight, in fact, spews more carbon 
dioxide into the air than the average Ghanaian can manage in an entire year. Thanks in part to the rise of low-cost 
airlines, more and more Canadians than ever before are jetting off to Mexico, Las Vegas or Nunavut, where a 
booming tourist trade is allowing visitors to witness a melting Arctic firsthand. 


BASICALLY EVERY ANTI-OILSANDS ACTIVIST USES OIL 


If someone has ever been introduced to a crowd as a "climate activist," chances are strangely good that they 
consume fossil fuels at an infinitely higher rate than the average Westerner. Neil Young has a weakness for high- 
polluting vintage cars. David Suzuki pays to offset his personal emissions as a frequent flier, but isn't as keen on 
reducing them. Al Gore made $70 million by selling Current TV to Qatar, a country whose GDP comes almost 
exclusively from fossil fuels.A common activist response to these kinds of criticisms is that they are merely victims 
to malevolent forces who have built a world dependent on fossil fuels.It is indeed impossible to live on the 21st 
century planet Earth without unwittingly participating in the carbon economy in some way, but chances are good 
that Shell didn't force actor and climate change activist Leonardo DiCaprio to rent the world's fifth-largest yacht in 
order to watch the World Cup.National Post thopper@nationalpost.com  Twitter.com/TristinHopper 
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Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press Files; In 2017, the port at Westshore Terminals in Delta, B.C., moved 29 million 
tonnes of coal, more than the combined coal exports of the U.S. West Coast.; Chad Hipolito, The Canadian Press 
Files; The Norwegian Bliss, stopping in at Victoria en route from Alaska to Seattle in June, measures in at 1,082 
feet with 4,250 passengers and crew aboard and is the largest cruise ship to ever dock in the city.; 
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